Maine Chapter News : April 1985 by unknown
Volume 9, Number 2 APRIL 1985
MAINE CHAPTER NEWS
Herp 
season 
is here
by John Albright
Before any wildflower opens its face to 
the spring sun, the salamanders will have 
completed their mass migrations over your 
road, and the wood frogs will have gathered 
at ice-edged ponds to sing for their sweeties.
You can easily experience this burst of 
new life after the long winter. In fact, if you 
are willing to put any effort at all into 
seeking herps, it is quite likely that you 
could make a truly important scientific 
discovery.
"Herps” is a shortened version of the 
word "herpetiles,” a collective term for 
reptiles and amphibians. Thirty-eight 
species live in Maine: nine frogs, 10 sala­
manders, seven turtles, and 12 snakes. Our 
native herps are sedentary animals which 
never travel far during their lives. They are 
cold-blooded (dependent on external 
sources for heat) and require special habi­
tats which provide the proper temperatures, 
soil types, topography, and — especially 
for amphibians — adequate water.
In spite of these apparently limiting 
requirements, herps can be incredibly 
abundant. Maine’s most common verte­
brate species, the red-backed salamander, 
can reach densities of up to 1,000 indi­
viduals per hectare (2.47 acres). Together, 
they comprise more biomass (body weight) 
than all the individuals of all the bird 
species in the state.
Many of Maine’s herps occur in isolated 
populations and are very rare. Only one 
Blanding’s turtle has been seen in the state
in the last 20 years. We don’t have enough 
information to determine the true status of 
Maine’s largest snake, the black racer, but 
in 1984 only two reports were received for 
this species. There are no recent records 
for either the northern or eastern ribbon 
snakes, but we fully expect to find them 
here in a somewhat limited range.
We still have much to learn about 
Maine’s herps. Many are secretive, noctur­
nal and/or like to burrow, making them 
hard to spot unless you know where and 
when to look. Certain species may exist in 
Maine, but have not been found — yet. For 
example, the Fowler’s toad hunts insects in 
ponds, forests and gardens and may very 
well be doing so in your southern Maine 
neighborhood. Box turtles appear to no 
longer live here, but it is quite possible that 
your child might someday come home 
with one. Rattlesnakes apparently were ex­
terminated in the state during the 1860s, 
but it is not inconceivable that a remnant 
population exists in some remote location.
You can make a significant contribution 
to our knowledge of herps in Maine. In 
April, during the first warm evening rains, 
fix a thermos of hot chocolate, bundle up 
the kids, grab a flashlight, and take the 
family herping.
On these rainy nights, salamanders mi­
grate to communal breeding pools; spring 
peepers, wood frogs, green frogs and toads 
all wander in search of mates. If you walk 
or drive slowly along back roads you will 
see them as they cross. We have seen
to p a g e  t w o
What you can do
CLASSES
• John Albright, Heritage Program Di­
rector, will conduct a class on Maine 
herps on April 11 and 18 at Maine Audu­
bon, U.S. Route One, Falmouth, Maine 
04105 (207) 781-2330. We will explore 
life history, ecology and distributions of 
herps in Maine using slides and live ani­
mals. A third night will be devoted to a 
field trip in search of salamanders, toads, 
and peepers. A $20.00 fee for the course 
will help support the Maine Amphibian 
and Reptile Atlas Project.
• On April 24, from 7 to 10 p.m., Dr. 
Malcolm Hunter, wildlife professor at the 
University of Maine at Orono, will con­
duct a class on finding and identifying 
herps in Maine. A field trip will follow the 
class; if it’s a rainy night, you might see 
herps by the hundreds. A $5.00 fee will 
help support the Maine Amphibian and 
Reptile Atlas Project.
FIELD TRIP
On June 8, the Maine Amphibian and Rep­
tile Atlas Project will host a field trip to York 
County to look for the rare Blanding’s turtle, 
Fowler’s toad, black racers, spotted turtles, 
and many more. Chances are good that you 
could be involved in important scientific dis­
coveries right here in Maine. See the enclosed 
field trip brochure or contact Jane Arbuckle, 
Maine Audubon Society (address above) for 
further details.
RAINY NIGHTS
But don’t wait for us. At the first warm 
spring rains, you can travel any road at night 
and find literally hundreds of salamanders, 
spring peepers, frogs, and toads. Keep a 
record and let us know what you see.
JOIN MARAP
Join the Maine Amphibian and Reptile 
Atlas Project (MARAP). In 1984, nearly 100 
volunteers made more than 800 separate 
observations of Maine’s herps. MARAP is 
jointly sponsored and coordinated by The 
Nature Conservancy, Maine Audubon, the 
University of Maine, and the Nongame 
Program of the Department of Inland Fish­
eries and Wildlife. Contact John Albright or 
Amy Osterbrock at TNC for more infor­
mation.
W ood frog
M aine’s most wanted herps
Black racer
B ig  ( u p  to  f i v e  f e e t  lo n g ) ,  f a s t  a n d  m e a n . A l l - b l a c k  b a c k  a n d  a  
p e a r ly  g ra y  b e lly . Is o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s n a k e s  to  e m e r g e  f r o m  h ib e r n a t io n .  
C a n  b e  s e e n  in  m id -  to  s o u th e r n  M a in e ,  p r o w l in g  t h e  e d g e s  o f  d ry  w o o d ­
la n d s  in  s e a r c h  o f  s m a ll  m a m m a ls  a n d  in sects . D o e s n ’t l i k e  to  b e  
c o r n e r e d  a n d  c a n  in f l ic t  a  p a in fu l ,  bu t h a r m le s s ,  b ite . T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  
on ly  a  f e w ,  o r  m a n y  o f  th e s e  a n im a ls .  O n ly  tw o  s ites  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  la s t  
y e a r . W e  n e e d  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n .
Spotted turtle
C a n  b e  c o n fu s e d  w ith  B la n d in g ’s tu rtle , b u t  is s m a lle r ,  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  
b r ig h t  y e l lo w  c h in , a n d  h a s  y e l lo w  sp o ts , n o t  f l e c k s .  T a k e s  c o v e r  in  
s m a ll  w o o d la n d  s t r e a m s , w e t  m e a d o w s ,  b o g  p o n d s , m a r s h e s ,  s w a le s .  
B a s k s  a t  w a t e r ’s e d g e . A  h a r m le s s ,  e le g a n t  lit t le  tu rtle . S e v e r a l  k n o w n  
s ites , b u t  w e  n e e d  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n .
D r a w in g s  by A b ig a i l  R o r e r
Blanding’s turtle
A  la r g e  tu r t le  w ith  a  b r ig h t  y e l lo w  c h in  a n d  p r o fu s e  y e l lo w  f l e c k s  a l l  
o v e r  its s h e l l .  F r e q u e n ts  s h a l lo w  w a te r  in  b o g s , d it c h e s ,  s w a m p s , p o n d s ,  
a n d  p r o t e c t e d  c o v e s  in  la r g e r  l a k e s .  M a y  w a n d e r  o v e r la n d  d u r in g  
s p r in g  b r e e d in g  s e a s o n . S e e n  on ly  o n c e  in  Y o r k  C o u n ty  in  th e  la s t  20 
y ea rs .
Fowler’s toad
I f  y o u  a r e  in  e x t r e m e  so u th e rn  Y o r k  C o u n ty  in  l a t e  J u n e  o r  Ju ly , a n d  
you  h e a r  a  s h e e p  b le a t in g , bu t y ou  c a n ’t s e e  a  s h e e p  a n y w h e r e , th e n  you  
m a y  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  f ir s t  F o w le r ’s t o a d  ev e r  to  b e  r e c o r d e d  in Maine. 
F r e q u e n ts  s a n d y  s o ils  w h e r e  it b u rrow s. L o o k s  l i k e  a  c o m m o n  t o a d  bu t  
so u n d s  l i k e  a  s h e e p . C a l l  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  im m e d ia te ly .
H erp  season
f r o m  p a g e  o n e
hundreds of individuals on a good stretch 
of road.
Herps form an important portion of the 
lower end of the food web and are prey for 
many larger animals (and, on occasion, 
plants; one of the few records for four-toed 
salamanders was a specimen found par­
tially digested in a carnivorous pitcher 
plant). Many species, especially toads, eat 
large quantities of insects and other crea­
tures considered to be pests.
Herps’ special habitat requirements 
make them good indicators of environ­
mental stress. Destruction of wetlands and 
other habitats as well as introduction of 
pesticides and pollutants has frequently 
resulted in drastically reduced numbers. 
Collection of individuals, whether for fun, 
profit or food, in many cases has severely 
endangered a population.
Our present lack of complete informa­
tion concerning locations and numbers of 
populations makes it very difficult to iden­
tify rare and unique species which may be 
threatened. By becoming a herp-watcher
you can help us collect the sighting records 
that we need to conserve and protect 
Maine’s herps.
A REMINDER
It’s fun to turn over logs and poke around 
in ponds, but please try to minimize your dis­
turbance of the habitat and remember to 
return all upturned objects to their original 
positions. Try to take only notes, photo­
graphs and memories away; if you must col­
lect a specimen, retain it as briefly as possible 
and return it to ex actly  the same place from 
which it came.
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FOR THE YEAR 1984
Small whorled pogonia (Greig Cranna photo).
A message from the chairman
1984 was a landmark year for the Maine 
Chapter, as practically every aspect of our 
program enjoyed outstanding success.
A record number of new land projects (18) 
were completed, protecting over 600 acres of 
wild lands. The Chapter’s ambitious Islands of 
Life campaign was completed in the waning 
hours of the year, and a major new campaign to 
save Great Duck Island was launched.
In total, the Chapter acquired and protected 
over $ 1 .2  million dollars worth of land last 
year — all carefully selected and outstanding 
wildlife habitat. This accomplishment is even 
more astounding when you realize that it 
represents well over six dollars worth of land 
for every one dollar of operating support 
contributed by individual and corporate 
members. Clearly, the importance of such 
membership dues and annual appeal support 
cannot be overemphasized.
The N ature Conservancy manages the 
world’s largest private system of nature pre­
serves, and nearly one-tenth of these are in 
Maine. With 70 preserves to oversee (and 
more being added each year), the Chapter’s 
Stewardship Program is a large and vital com­
ponent of our efforts. As in the past, hundreds 
of dedicated volunteer land stewards serve as 
the backbone of the Stewardship Program.
Amid all this activity, the Chapter under­
took another longtime goal by launching its 
own Natural Heritage Program to identify and 
document the state’s most endangered species. 
Working in close cooperation with both state 
and private groups, the Heritage Program has 
already targeted dozens of new sites worthy of 
immediate protection. This will help us spend 
our scarce dollars more efficiently as we seek 
to protect the best of Maine’s unique natural 
heritage.
Perhaps nothing highlights the Conser­
vancy’s accomplishments more effectively 
than our new preserve guide, Maine Forever, 
which was published in November. Docu­
menting 28 years of work in land protection, 
the book is a fitting tribute to the many 
members who helped us acquire these spec­
tacular sanctuaries.
The Chapter has obviously come a long way 
since its humble founding in 1956, but one 
aspect has never changed. Today, more than 
ever, our success in saving land depends on the 
continuing dedication and support of our 
7,500 members. Together, we can look for­
ward to even greater accomplishments in the 
years ahead.
G. Robert Butler
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L A N D  PROTECTION:
Preserving Maine’s wild lands forever
1984 proved to the the Chapter’s most 
active land protection year yet, with 18 
projects completed, ranging from Kenne- 
bunk to St. Francis. Together these acqui­
sitions protect over 600 acres of prime 
natural areas.
Below is a synopsis of the Chapter’s 
1984 projects.
N ew  preserves
Ship Island
In early 1984 TNC completed owner­
ship of this outstanding seabird nesting 
island in Blue Hill Bay, along with several 
associated ledges. (11 acres)
Larrabee Heath
Three separate additions brought Lar­
rabee Heath preserve to a total of 302 
acres. This Machiasport preserve is dedi­
cated to the late John Howells of Bucks- 
port, whose initial interest and generosity 
made protection of this undisturbed coastal 
plateau peatland possible.
Bois Bubert
A late addition to the Islands of Life 
campaign, this key inholding in the Bois 
Bubert National Wildlife Refuge encom­
passes 20 acres of prime shorefront wild­
life habitat.
Mistake Island
After purchasing the bulk of the island, 
TNC was able to secure a management 
lease on the remaining six acres owned by 
the U.S. Coast Guard. This will allow the 
Conservancy to manage the entire island as 
a single unit and more effectively protect 
the island’s many rare plants.
Great Duck Island
After three years of difficult negoti­
ations, TNC purchased Great Duck —long 
recognized as the most important seabird 
nesting island on the Maine coast. A 
$475,000 campaign was launched in 
December to purchase and endow this ex­
Barred owl ( T h o m a s  A. Arter photo).
traordinary bird sanctuary. The 260-acre 
island is eight miles south of Mount Desert 
Island.
Rocky Island
Though only two acres, Rocky Island 
supports nationally significant populations 
of three very rare plants. Located in the St. 
John River near St. Francis, the preserve 
was donated to TNC by Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Pelletier.
Norridgework Rare Plant Site
In 1984, the owner of a pristine natural 
area in Norridgewock granted TNC right- 
of-first-refusal on his property. Though 
not yet a preserve, this agreement will give 
the Conservancy the opportunity to acquire 
and protect the site in the future, should it 
ever be put up for sale.
Preserve additions
Butler Preserve
TNC received additional undivided 
interests in a 6-acre addition to the Butler 
Preserve in Kennebunk from G. Robert 
Butler and Jane Butler. The preserve pro­
tects a half-mile stretch of the Kennebunk 
River.
Bob Butler is Chairman of the Maine 
Chapter.
Ketterlinus Preserve
A 65-acre easement and 15-acre pre­
serve addition protect sensitive shore front 
and wetlands in Tremont. The land was 
given to TNC by longtime Chapter mem­
ber Lisa Von Borowsky.
Long Island
Robert Rimoldi donated an additional 
32 acres on Long Island in December. As 
the largest undeveloped island in Cobs­
cook Bay, the preserve is used extensively 
by bald eagles.
Plummer Point
TNC was able to acquire a half-acre 
inholding in the Plummer Point Preserve
M inie L annon leaves 
M aine Chapter staff
After 14 years of diverse service, Minie 
Lannon left the Maine Chapter staff in the 
fall of 1984. She came to the Chapter when 
it was only a few years old, helping Di­
rector Charles Bradford by keeping the 
office running smoothly. As the number of 
preserves increased, Minie pioneered as 
the Chapter’s first Stewardship Director. 
Several years later she left this post to 
become Publications Editor, continuing 
her work on the Chapter newsletter.
Since her first appearance, Minie has 
always been an active and valuable con-
which came on the market in 1984. As 
with other preserve additions, acquisition 
of this parcel will help prevent further 
stewardship problems.
Great Wass Island 
A small land exchange enabled TNC to 
acquire a right of way to the southern half 
of Great Wass Island.
H elp ing other  
conservation groups
All C o n s e r v a n c y  p r o p e r t ie s  a r e  t r a n s fe r r e d  
su b je c t  to  c o n s e r v a t io n  r e s tr ic t io n s  p l a c e d  in th e  
d e e d s .
Rachel Carson 
National Wildlife Refuge
TNC helped the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service protect two riverside tracts which 
will be added to the extensive Rachel 
Carson National Wildlife Refuge. One of 
the tracts, donated by Chapter member 
Mrs. Brewster Sewall, was transferred to 
the USFWS in March. The two tracts, 
located in Kennebunk, total 50 acres.
Hurd Pond
Located near Belfast, Hurd Pond is 
surrounded by 100 acres of prime fresh­
water marsh and is a favorite stopping 
place for migrating waterfowl. Owners 
David Hauk and Patti Fry donated the 
property to TNC for transfer to the Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wild­
life, which will manage it as a wildlife 
refuge.
River Bend Woods
The Conservancy accepted a donation 
of Mousam River property in Kennebunk 
on behalf of the Ramanascho Land Trust, a 
local land trust working to protect open 
space. In early 1985 the property was 
transferred to the Trust for their long-term 
stewardship. (13 acres)
( K e n t  W o m m a c k )
tributor to the Maine Chapter. She has 
assured us that her interest will remain, as 
we are sure it will.
STAFF
John W. Jenson, Executive Director
Barbara S. Vickery, Stewardship Director
Kent W. Wommack, Director of Land Protection
JohnJ. Albright, Heritage Program Director
Mary Minor Lannon, Publications Editor (to 1 0 / 8 4)
Ruth Ann Hill, Newsletter Editor ( 1 1 / 8 4  on)
Deborah A. Clark, Administrative Assistant
Jeanne M. Desjardins, Secretary
Barbara P. Clark, Clerk-typist
Linda Temple, Secretary
Stanwood and Etheleen Hamblen
Caretakers, Indian Point-Blagden Preserve 
John T. Beal, Caretaker, Great Wass Island
Studying rare plants at Crystal B o g  (M. Dro e g e  photo).
STEW ARDSHIP:
Taking care of the preserves
The preserves of the Maine Chapter 
enjoyed a remarkably healthy and trouble- 
free year. The annual status reports on the 
68 preserves and 25 easements revealed 
that although use and occasional misuse 
are slowly rising, there are currently no 
serious management problems on the pre­
serves. This is thanks in large part to the 
care-taking of so many preserve volunteers.
Their activities are varied: picking up 
trash; maintaining trail signs and registra­
tion boxes; assisting caretakers; conducting 
public relations; counting stems of rare 
plants; keeping an eye on the local boaters 
and the eagle nests; waging polite but per­
sistent war with vehicle trespassers. All are 
important, and by demonstrating our com­
mitment to care for our preserves we 
encourage responsible appreciation by 
others.
1984 saw significant progress in docu­
menting the special features on our pre­
serves. Biological monitoring programs 
were established at Crystal Bog, Woodland 
Bog, and Great Wass Island Preserves to 
provide a measure of the continuing health 
of these preserves. On Damariscove Island 
interns kept daily records of all bird acti­
vity and located and described every tree to 
document the island’s slow return to forest. 
New rare plant populations were discovered 
on four preserves. A new system for up­
dating our data files on such special fea­
tures was implemented.
The Small Grants Program continued to 
yield valuable returns in 1984. Researchers 
discovered significant communities of rare 
butterflies and moths, mosses previously
unknown in Maine, a new population of 
the endangered orchid I s o t r ia  m e d e o lo id e s ,  
and over 50 species of fungi in Crystal Bog. 
They began to document the effects of 
blueberry management practices on the 
rare grasshopper sparrow, monitored one 
of the most successful seasons in years for 
least terns and piping plovers on Seawall 
Beach, and documented the devastating 
effects of gulls on terns nesting on islands 
in eastern Maine.
At the Blagden Preserve a chapter of 
local history was closed as the buildings 
overlooking the water were removed in 
accordance with the donor’s wishes. Visi­
tors can now enjoy the view of the sea from 
the clearing where the Blagden house once 
stood. At Larrabee Heath a new, hand­
some sign commemorates the commitment 
of J ohn Howells to the preservation of this 
peatland.
The Stewardship Program continued its 
efforts to communicate with volunteers 
and members about stewardship concerns 
and the continuing needs of our preserves. 
The 1984 Stewardship Workshop and 
Field Trip Program drew more enthusiastic 
participants than ever, thanks to the volun­
teer leaders and sponsors of both programs. 
Four new preserve brochures were made 
available to the public.
Finally, the Stewardship Program fin­
ished the year in the black in spite of unex­
pected expenses and generally rising costs. 
Once again, this was possible in part be­
cause of the many kind donations and serv­
ices of our many volunteers.
( B a r b a r a  V ic k e r y )
HERITAGE:
Identifying 
the rare and 
endangered
The Maine Chapter took an important 
step in 1984 by establishing the Natural 
Heritage Program. This program represents 
the identification phase of the Conser­
vancy’s Heritage Programs.
The heart of the program is a computer­
ized data base containing site information 
on the occurrences of Maine’s rare plants, 
animals, and natural communities — our 
elements of natural diversity.
The Heritage Program vastly improves 
the Maine Chapter’s ability to identify the 
truly important species and communities 
in Maine. By using the tremendous capa­
bilities of the computer, we have increased 
the number of species we can "track” by 
nearly 300 percent. At year end, the data 
base contained 750 separate occurrences.
This degree of resolution enables us to 
use our resources with maximum efficiency 
in protecting Maine’s rarities.
In spite of our new capabilities, we 
depend on outside assistance.- In 1984, we 
worked directly with 11 individual volun­
teers and small contractees to expand our 
knowledge. This included adding new in­
formation and occurrences of globally rare 
species such as the small whorled pogonia 
( I s o t r ia  m e d e o lo id e s )  and the yellow lamp- 
shell mussel ( L a m p s i l i s  c a r io s a ) .
In addition to these more formal rela­
tionships, we benefitted from the cooper­
ation of hundreds of others through a 
variety of programs, organizations, and 
public and private agencies. We assisted in 
the development of the Maine Amphibian 
and Reptile Atlas Project, a statewide 
volunteer effort which yielded more than 
800 records of Maine’s herps. We estab­
lished working relationships with the Non­
game Program of the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Criti­
cal Areas Program which enhance the 
effectiveness of all three programs.
The Natural Heritage Program depends 
in part on financial resources from outside 
the Conservancy and is actively seeking 
funding from public and private sources 
which will benefit from the growing infor­
mation base.
( J o h n  A lb r ig h t )
FINANCES:
A banner year for the Maine Chapter
Thanks to the strong and dedicated 
support of Chapter members, 1984 was 
the best year ever for the Conservancy in 
Maine. We accomplished many important 
goals — including the completion of 18 
land protection projects and the develop­
ment of a Chapter Heritage Program —and 
finished the year in the black.
As the Chapter grows and becomes 
increasingly effective in its job it is critical 
that we continue to take the long view of 
things. We must make sure that we are able 
to protect new areas as well as properly 
care for our existing lands. This means 
making sure that we continue to make 
long-term financial arrangements.
An important part of planning for the 
future is maintaining our stewardship 
endowment on an "after-inflation” basis. 
Inflation is down to three or four percent, 
but it is still necessary for us to re-invest a 
portion of each year’s income. The 
Chapter’s Board of Trustees is in the pro­
cess of doing this, as the figures indicate.
In addition to normal operating and 
capital funding, the Chapter benefits from 
several other important sources of income: 
Memorial funds
Our success in 1984 had a great deal to 
do with those who have been thinking and 
working on behalf of the Maine Chapter 
since its founding. We owe each of these 
individuals a debt of gratitude for creating 
the foundation upon which the current 
program rests.
Memorial funds provide an important 
way to honor those individuals who have 
passed on and further their work with the 
Maine Chapter. The following funds have 
been established in the names of three of 
the Chapter’s earliest and most dedicated 
members:
Richard Saltonstall, Jr. was a longtime 
trustee who always pushed the Conser­
vancy to do more. When he unexpectedly 
passed away in 1981, his family and friends 
made memorial gifts to the Maine Chapter. 
As a result, the Richard Saltonstall, Jr. 
Memorial Internship Endowment was 
created. This fund has helped to further 
Dick’s strong interest in the Conservancy 
and provides a means of funding summer 
fieldwork internships.
When Rachel Carson (one of the orig­
inal founders of the Chapter) passed away 
in 1964, she left a bequest which became a 
special endowment to help care for Maine’s 
coastal preserve system.
When Charles Bradford (another 
Maine Chapter founder and its first execu­
tive director) passed on, the Chapter Board 
and friends created the Bradford Memo­
rial Fund, which helps finance projects in 
inland Maine.
1984 life members
Any gift of $ 1,000 or more to the Maine 
Chapter Land Preservation Fund provides 
a life membership for the donor and 
spouse in the Maine Chapter. We were 
pleased to welcome the following life 
members in 1984.
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Arter 
Sidney and Hazel Bahrt 
Mr. Peter P. Blanchard, III 
Mr. John R. Davies 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray M. Glynn 
Mr. Richard A. Larocco 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester H. Pease 
Mrs. Benjamin Rowland 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert R. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Suminsby 
Paula Treder
W e were pleased to welcome the follow- 
ing donors of land, who were granted life 
membership in recognition of their gifts in
1984.
Miss Kathryn Briggs 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Earl 
David Hauk and Patti Fry 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Pelletier
Corporate support
W e were pleased to welcome the follow­
ing companies as new Corporate members 
of the Chapter in 1984. Annual dues for 
corporate members of the Chapter begin at 
$100, though many companies choose to 
contribute significantly more. All con­
tributions are used exclusively in Maine.
Anonymous
Atkinson’s Furniture
Falcon Shoe Manufacturing Company
J.M. Huber Corporation
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Maine Mall Motors
People’s Heritage Bank
Peter Coe Realty
Seven Islands Land Company
Signal Corporation
Wood Structures, Inc.
The corporations listed below were 1984 
Corporate Associates of The Nature Con­
servancy whose donations benefit the 
Maine Chapter. Corporate Associate dues 
begin at $1,000, and are split between the 
national office and appropriate state 
offices. There are currently over 425 Cor­
porate Associates nationally.
L. L. Bean, Inc.
J. M. Huber Corporation 
International Paper Corporation 
Raytheon Corporation 
St. Regis
Trade lands
Six trade land gifts were received by the 
Chapter in 1984. Sale of these properties 
will provide significant funding for future 
capital projects such as new preserves.
Trade lands are developed or otherwise 
ecologically ordinary properties which can
be held to generate capital for other 
Chapter projects.
Trade land properties sold last year 
funded natural area acquisitions and the 
Heritage Capital Fund. Such gifts can also 
be structured to provide donors with tax 
breaks or a lifetime income. Details are 
available from the Chapter office.
( J o h n  J e n s e n )
Note: Numerous cost-saving measures allowed the 
Chapter to meet the Board’s goal of generating an 
operating surplus in 1984. This will be added to the 
Stewardship Endowment and Operating Reserve Ac­
count to help keep pace with inflation and provide for 
the increasing costs associated with our landholdings.
’These figures are derived from preliminary financial 
reports. A complete audited statement for the organi­
zation will be included in the upcoming issue of The 
Nature Conservancy News.
**The figures represent only operating costs; capital 
expenditures such as land acquisition costs are not 
shown.
Operations 179,000
Stewardship 111 ,000
Heritage 55,000
Total $345,000
Stewardship endowments 120,000
Annual Appeal 79,000
Membership dues (local share) 60,000
Land preservation fund 55,000
Special grants 17,000
Trade land overhead 14,000
National office subsidy 13,000
Operating reserve fund 7,000
Miscellaneous 23,000
Total $388,000
The Maine Chapter o f The Nature Conservancy
Fieldtrips
SUMMER and FALL 1985
You are invited to explore the wide variety of lands 
protected by the Maine Chapter. This year’s field trips will 
sample both inland and island, old and new preserves. Trips 
are small and informal, led by trained naturalists, members of 
local Stewardship Committees and Maine Chapter staff 
members. Join new friends and old in enjoying the natural 
diversity of Maine.
Reservation information is on page four. Please keep this 
brochure for future reference.
1  • Ind ian  and Fow l M eadow Islands 
canoe trip  (U pper Kennebec River)
W H E N : Saturday, May 25, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
M EET AT: Parking lot near large Indian statue on Route 
201 in Skowhegan.
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIM IT: 8 canoes
Located in the quiet reaches of the Upper Kennebec River, 
Indian and Fowl Meadow Islands provide fine examples of flood­
plain forest communities. The river trip between Solon and 
North Anson is over fast flatwater. W e will stop for lunch, fiddle- 
heads and early spring wildflowers on the islands. Participants 
must provide their own canoe, paddles, lifejackets, and lunches. 
Some canoeing experience is required.
Snakes, stinkpots and salam anders
(Sanford)
W H E N : Saturday, June 8, noon to 9 p.m.
M EET AT: Sanford area, details to be mailed to 
participants.
COST: $6 member ($8 nonmember); $5 students
LIM IT: 20 people
Note: Register for this trip by contacting Maine Audubon Field Trips, 
118 U S. Route One, Falmouth, Maine 04105 (781-2330). Tell them 
you are a TNC member and heard about this trip from the Maine 
Chapter. Proceeds from the trip will help support the Maine Amphibian 
and Reptile Atlas Project (M ARAP). This project is jointly sponsored 
by TNC and Maine Audubon.
Join wildlife biologists in an expedition in search of the rare 
Blanding’s turtle, spotted turtle, black racer snake, and Fowler’s 
toad. W e will also look for dusky salamanders, grey tree frogs, 
and many other herp species. After a picnic lunch, we will separate 
into small search parties. W e will regroup in the evening to tally 
what we found. Information will be used by MARAP. Bring water­
proof shoes, a picnic lunch, and money for dinner at a local eatery. 
Rain or shine. (Moderate)
3  • R achel Carson Salt Pond, L i f e  i n a T i d e  P o o l
(New Harbor - Muscongus Bay)
W H E N : Sunday, June 9, 10 a.m. to noon
M EET AT: Salt Pond Preserve, Route 32, one mile 
north of Route 130 junction in New Harbor
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIM IT: 12 people
A bit of the sea is left behind in the Salt Pond every time the 
tide goes out. People have been coming to this one-quarter-acre 
tide pool for years to delight at the creatures within. In fact, it 
was here that Miss Carson gathered some of the material for 
her book, The Edge of the Sea. Under the guidance of an expert 
marine biologist, we will spend the morning getting to know 
intertidal residents and visitors to the pool. Wading shoes or 
sneakers recommended. Children welcome. Bring a lunch.
G reat W ass Island Preserve
trail m aintenance w ork day (Beals)
W H E N : Saturday, June 15, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
M EET AT:Coast Guard Station on Route 187,beyond 
Jonesport and just before the bridge to Beals.
COST: NO CHARGE!
LIM IT: 15 people
The interior of the Great Wass Island Preserve, Maine’s 
second largest preserve, supports one of Maine’s largest natural 
jack pine stands; peatlands of national significance; and a 
spectacular shoreline of rugged pink granite dotted with 
Hooker’s iris and rose-root sedum. It also has four miles of 
trails that lead through lichen-clad boreal spruce forests, open 
jack pine groves, and peatlands. Come help us clear fallen trees 
and trim shrubs from the trail and build boardwalks to bridge 
the boggy sections. Tools and refreshments will be provided 
for the trail crew. Here’s your chance to lend a hand!
5  » G reat Wass Island A rchipelago boat trip
(Jonesport)
W H E N : Sunday, June 16, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
M EET AT: Coast Guard Station on Route 187, just 
before the bridge to Beals.
COST: $30 member ($35 nonmember)
LIM IT: 15 people
Surrounding spectacular Great Wass Island are numerous 
smaller islands, including Mistake and Crumple, of special 
interest to botanists. This trip is timed to coincide with the 
bloom of the dainty Laurentian primrose and Hooker’s iris. The 
day will be spent boating around the islands, with a stop for a 
short hike on Mistake Island. Bring a lunch.
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6 .  P etit M anan h ik e  (Steuben)
W H E N : Saturday, June 22, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
M EET AT: The USFWS Petit Manan parking lot on 
Pigeon Hill Road.
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIM IT: 20 people
Petit Manan Point is a long, wild peninsula reaching into the 
Gulf of Maine from Steuben in Washington County. Acquired 
by the Conservancy and transferred to the U.S. Fish &.
Wildlife Service, the area is now managed as part of the 
Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge. A rough trail leads along 
the cobbly beach shoreline past Hooker’s iris and sea lungwort. 
Arethusa orchid can be found in the adjoining peatlands. 
Binoculars and cameras are encouraged. Bring a lunch. 
(Strenuous—eight miles)
7 ♦ Dam ariscove Island boat trip  (New H arbor)
W H E N : Friday, July 5, 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. (Boat 
departs promptly at 8:30 a.m.)
M EET AT: New Harbor
COST: $20 member ($25 nonmember)
LIM IT: 25 people
Damariscove Island’s long history of human use, from early 
Indians to dairy farmers, has earned it recognition as a National 
Historic Landmark. Today, the most notable residents of this now 
"uninhabited” island are seabirds (including one of the largest 
colonies of common eiders in the U.S.) and numerous muskrats.
The day will be spent exploring the old foundations, rocky up­
land, seashore, and small bog on this nearly treeless two-mile-long 
island. Bring a picnic lunch. (Moderate)
Vinalhaven preserves, boat trips
(Vinalhaven)
W H E N : Saturday, July 20, 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(Be prompt, ferry leaves at 8:40 a.m.)
M EET AT: Rockland Ferry Landing - Purchase round 
trip ferry ticket to Vinalhaven at ticket office
8 *  L an e’s Island Preserve h ike
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember), ferry ticket 
additional 
LIM IT: 20 people
After the hour and 20 minute ferry ride to Vinalhaven, we 
will stretch our legs with a three-quarter-mile walk through 
town across Indian Creek causeway to Lane’s Island Preserve. 
You are invited to explore numerous trails on the 45-acre open 
preserve and its rocky shoreline. Bring a picnic or plan to lunch 
in town before catching the 3 p.m. ferry back to Rockland. 
(Moderate)
9 .  W h ite  Islands boat trip  and hike
COST: $15 member ($20 nonmember), ferry ticket 
additional 
LIM IT: 30 people
We will leave our cars in Rockland and take the ferry to Vinal­
haven, where we will board a Hurricane Island Outward Bound 
boat to visit Big Garden and Big White Islands Preserves in Penob­
scot Bay. W e will hike along rocky shores and through mature 
spruce-fir forests on the islands. Bring binoculars, camera and 
lunch. (Moderate)
1 0 .  C rockett Cove W oods,
moss and lich en  w alk (Stonington)
W H E N : Saturday, August 10, 9:30 a.m. to noon 
M EET AT: Deer Isle Town Post Office on Route 15 
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIM IT: 15 people
Lichens and mosses thrive in the cool moist air of Crockett 
Cove W oods’ spruce-fir "fog forest.” On a damp day the greens 
are especially varied and vibrant. Come learn about rock tripes, 
reindeer moss (really a lichen), sphagnum, and hairy cap as we 
explore the nature trail that leads through this 100-acre preserve. 
This trip will give TNC staff members Barbara Vickery and Amy 
Osterbrock a chance to share their special interests in the not 
so lowly "lower plants.” (Easy)
1 1 .  M achias Bay boat trip  (Cutler)
W H E N : Saturday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
M EET AT: Cutler Dock, opposite the Post Office 
COST: $30 member ($35 nonmember)
LIM IT: 25 people
The Cross Island Archipelago, home to nesting bald eagles, 
includes several islands donated to The Nature Conservancy 
for transfer to the U.S. Fish &  Wildlife Service. Nearby in 
Machias Bay are additional Conservancy preserves: Salt and 
Stone Islands. W e’ll land for a short hike on Cross Island 
before exploring the rest of Machias Bay. Bring a lunch, 
binoculars, camera, and plan to enjoy the local lore shared by 
Captain Barna Norton.
1 2 .  Bay o f Fundy seabird and w halew atch 
boat trip  (Lubec)
W H E N : Saturday, August 24, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
M EET AT: Lubec, public boat landing 
COST: $30 member ($35 nonmember)
LIM IT: 25 people
The waters at the entrance of the Bay of Fundy provide a rich 
feeding area for birds and whales alike. In late summer, literally 
millions of northern phalaropes, and Bonapartes gulls gather in 
Passamaquoddy Bay. Further offshore, puffins and other alcids 
can be found. These waters are also home to humpbacks, fin­
backs, pilot whales, and harbor porpoises, as well as the 
endangered right whale. W ith the experienced leadership of 
Captain Butch Huntley, our chances of seeing some large sea 
mammals are promising. Bring a lunch and protection against 
ocean wind and spray.
F a ll trips
13. Great W ass Island Archipelago  
boat trip (Jonesport)
W HEN: Saturday, September 1, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
MEET AT: Coast Guard station on Route 187, just 
before the bridge to Beals 
COST: $30 member ($35 nonmember)
LIMIT: 30 people
The Great Wass Island Archipelago is as lovely in fall as in 
spring. This trip is timed to catch the bloom of the rare star 
gentian. The day will be spent boating around the islands with a 
stop on Mistake Island to stretch our legs and enjoy the island’s 
flora. Bring a lunch.
14. D ow neast seabird and w halew atch  
boat trip (Northeast H arbor)
W HEN: Saturday, September 8, 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
MEET AT: Cranberry Isles Ferry Terminal, Northeast 
Harbor
COST: $30 member ($35 nonmember)
LIMIT: 30 people
Bob Bowman of Maine Whalewatch will be our experienced 
guide as we head out to sea in search of marine mammals and 
pelagic birds. The animal life in the Gulf of Maine during this sea­
son is especially varied; we should see fulmars, shearwaters, 
alcids, gannets, harbor porpoises, white-sided dolphins, pilot 
whales, finback whales, and if we are lucky, right whales. Bring 
lunch and protection from ocean weather.
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15. T he H erm itage - G u lf Hagas
(Katahdin Iron W orks, Brownville)
W HEN: Saturday, September 29, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
MEET AT: Katahdin Iron Works Main Gate. Turn left 
towards KIW and Little Lyford Pond Camps, 5.5 
miles north of Brownville Junction on Route 11. 
Then go 6.4 miles to KIW gate.
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIMIT: 20 people
High above the west branch of the Pleasant River is a stately 
grove of tall white pines known as The Hermitage. The Appala­
chian Trail passes by The Hermitage and Screw Auger Falls to 
follow the rim of Gulf Hagas, one of Maine’s most spectacular 
gorges. The hike along this "Grand Canyon of the East” is espe­
cially lovely during the fall foliage display. Bring cameras and 
lunch. (12 miles round trip - Strenuous)
16. Step Falls Preserve (Newry)
W HEN: Sunday, September 30, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
MEET AT: Preserve parking lot. From the Route 2 junc­
tion, follow Route 26 toward Grafton Notch 7.6 
miles. Parking lot entrance is on the right, just after a 
large white farmhouse, but before the road crosses 
Wight Brook.
COST: $4 member ($6 nonmember)
LIMIT: 20 people
As the Maine Chapter’s first preserve, Step Falls has long been a 
popular place for a family hike or picnic. Wight Brook falls a total 
of 13 5 feet through a series of cascades and chutes carved in gran­
ite. The short climb to the top is well worth the panoramic view of 
surrounding mountains and valleys glowing with autumn color. 
If you wish, bring a lunch for a picnic after the hike at nearby 
Screw Auger Falls in Grafton Notch State Park. (Easy)
Save money on field trips... 
become a member.
□  Yes, I want to preserve Maine’s unique natural heritage.
Please enroll me as a member of The Nature Conservancy.
□  $10  Subscribing □  $25 C ontributing
□  $15 Family □  $100  A corn*
□  $ 1000 Life M em ber
* All annual dues of $ 100 or more will be spent entirely 
on Maine Chapter operations.
N a m e -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
City _____________________________________ S ta te _____________Z ip ____________
Please enclose m em bership w ith registration on reverse.
Printing of 
th is brochure  
was m ade possible 
by a generous gift 
from
N o rth east H a rb o r
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R eservations
Make your reservations early. They will be accepted on a first 
come, first served basis; members of The Nature Conservancy 
have first preference for trip space. Reservations with pay­
ment must be made in writing or in person, not by phone,
at least five days before the trip.
Rates
To secure your place on any trip, we must have received 
your fare at least five days before the trip. The prices reflect 
the direct costs of the trip and indirect costs of processing reserva­
tions. Same rates apply for children and adults. 
C ancellations:
The Nature Conservancy reserves the right to cancel any trip. If 
we must do so, reservation fees will be refunded and we will make 
every effort to notify you as soon as possible. Due to minimal reg­
istration fee, cancellations made by you will not be refunded but 
may be considered a gift to TNC. If you need to cancel, please 
notify the Chapter office at least five days before the trip. Land 
trips will be held rain or shine. Boat trips are weather-dependent.
W h a t to bring :
Field clothes, sturdy shoes, binoculars, camera, sun/rain pro­
tection, insect repellent, lunch, and something to drink. 
Dress for the weather, both expected and unexpected. 
Q uestions:
Contact the Chapter office (207-729-5181) during business 
hours.
Save this brochure as a reminder 
of places and times.
A nnual M eeting
DATE: July 2 7
PLACE: Bath-Brunswick area
Business meeting and guest speaker: 3 to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Hyde School in Bath, followed by an informal 
outdoor reception
Field trips planned include Morse Mountain-Seawall Beach 
hike; boat trip down the Kennebec River (Bald Head Preserve); 
Casco Bay boat trip (Upper Goose Island-Doughty Preserves). 
The Chapter office will also be open for visitors during the 
morning. Watch your June newsletter for further details and 
registration information.
REG ISTRATIO N
TRIP NAME & DATE TRIP NO. NUMBERMEMBERS
NUMBER
NONMEMBERS
AMOUNT
DUE
C lip  a n d  m a il  
w ith  ch eck  to:
Maine Chapter 
The Nature Conservancy 
20 Federal Street 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
Phone: (207) 729-5181
M e m b e r s h ip  f e e  e n c lo s e d ____________ T o t a l  a m o u n t  e n c lo s e d
TELEPHONES: W ORK_____
NAME________________________________________________  HOME______
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________ _ ZIP
in the news
G reat Duck Island 
at the turn  
of the century
For well over a century the nesting sea­
bird colonies of Great Duck Island have 
attracted the attention and curiosity of 
scientists. Expeditions to the island have 
frequently studied the herring gulls and 
Leach’s storm petrels. These images, taken 
in 1898 by naturalist William P. Parker, 
provide a glimpse into the earliest days of 
natural history study on Great Duck, when 
transportation to the island was a rowboat, 
photographic-negatives were glass, and the 
lighthouse keeper’s wife was very glad to 
have some company.
Photographs courtesy 
o f  Robert L. Parker. A  s c h o o n e r  c ru is es  o f f s h o r e ,  p a s t  a  l a n d s c a p e  l it t e r e d  w ith  trees  f e l l e d  by storms, i c e  a n d  s e a s .
F r a n c e s  a n d  W e n d e l l  P a r k e r ' s  tent, c o m p le t e  w ith  lo b s te r  d in n e r  f o r  tw o  w a it in g  
o n  t h e  c r a te - t a b le .
H e r r in g  g u lls  n est n e a r  th e  l ig h ts ta t io n  o n  t h e  so u th e rn  
e n d  o f  t h e  is la n d .
Four-toed salamander MAINE CHAPTER 
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